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Such acts with him were a matter of course. But if, in one
sense, they sprang from a Christian charity, not from a flaming
sense of social justice such as burned in Gore, in another they
were the mark not of the social reformer but of the Whig and
the feudalist, ^as punctilious of his obligations as he was tenacious
of his privileges. When industrial troubles occurred, or the
rights of property were called in question, Halifax would often
take a stiff view of the dispute. Strikers, like poachers, must be
taught their place in the social scheme. He had a consuming in-
terest in men as individuals, as souls to be saved or as bodies to
be succoured; but collectively they were another matter. The
modern tendency of thinking in the mass was thoroughly dis-
tasteful to him. Deeply as he deplored the spiritual lapses of
society, he was quite satisfied with the social structure as it
stood; not because he happened to have been born with the
proverbial silver spoon in his mouth, but because he felt that
the things of this world did not signify very much. It is impos-
sible to understand his point of view on contemporary questions
unless it is borne in mind that his sense of values was utterly
different from that of the social reformer, who, he felt, was giv-
ing his time and energy to subjects which were of only second-
ary importance. One Sunday evening in London he was enrer-
taining some friends to dinner at his house in Eaton Square.
Among them were Gore and G. W. E. Russell, another Radi-
cal Catholic. Halifax was at the head of the table, and they were
on either side of him.; and presently, talking across him, they
were deep in discussion of some industrial problem. Halifax
listened to them with growing impatience. There were, he con-
sidered, other subjects of vastly greater significance than a strike
or a lockout, and at last he could contain himself no longer.
'My dear Gore,' he broke out, *I cannot think why you are so in-
terested in a world which you know is all going to be burnt up/